Press Release of 2014 Spring Events:
Sponsored by Friends of Alewife Reservation
April, Activities:
Meeting place:  Alewife Reservation Parking Lot on Acorn Park Drive, Cambridge, off of Route 2. 
From Alewife MBTA station, walk over Little River bridge from Passenger Pickup walking N. towards Route 2 and west into the Reservation at first pathway west. All walks encourage water bottles, attending parents or older siblings with youth under 12, hats, sturdy shoes, heavy socks, long pants and shirts, and a small snack. Binoculars are also a must with birding and general walks. 2 hours is the general walking time.
John Sharp  has lead trips for Menotomy Birds for several years, and recently brought a large contingent of enthusiasts to the winter roosting air show at Alewife. April 12, 4:00pm to 6:00pm, he will take participants  on an unforgettable birding walk and assist in identification and behavioral characteristics of various birds that frequent the Alewife Reservation. Just when income tax is due, the birds begin to return North in growing numbers. We’ll see what's cooking in terms of returning and resident birds. A number of robins and starlings have stood their ground, roosting here at Alewife Reservation each night all winter, but the returnees will soon increase from a trickle to a flood. Join this group to see what's up. We pass by the starting point again at around 5 p.m. if a shorter walk is desired.
Steven Gillies, long time trail hiker, gardener and observer will take a group April 13th at 10am, down the North Trail and share his sightings and good humor about the animals and birds he knows so intimately. Youth are welcome as Steven has a special warm humor to impart on this age group and will share some delightful sightings from the varied mammal and bird species. The group will reach Little Pond and observe the otter play under ground grottos and feeding area.
Kathy Johnson is a daily Alewife Reservation monitor with her scooter and sharp eye. Birds and animals have become her friend, and she understands them intuitively, knowing when and where nesting time requires caution and quiet. She will bring participants to Yates Pond April 19 at 10am canilever bridge to observe herons, comorants,  and possibly swans. She knows the birds’ habits and will identify each one with personal familiarity. Then travel down the Reservation multi-purpose path to the storm water wetlands where the varied marshes and islands begin to indicate a diverse habitat for bird life.

Dave Brown leads a “Walk on the Wild Side” April 20th at 10am down the North Trail for the Cambridge Science Festival with its 150 activities April 18-27th.  This walk will amaze everyone
      who has not yet taken a walk into Cambridge’s only urban wild, and also a regional treasure for the surrounding towns of Belmont and Arlington, the upper Basin of the Mystic River watershed and important tributary to the Boston Harbor. Many rare mammals such as otter, gray fox, deer, coyote,

      mink, weasel and over 90 bird species are here and find a habitat and migratory rest in these woodlands, marshes ponds and river. Come join a fantastic wildlife tracker and Alewife surveyor to bring you into our urban wild of over 130 acres.

Maggi Brown,  Interpretive Ranger of the Mass. Department of Conservation and Recreation will

       lead adults and families during school vacation week April 24th at 10am throughout the North Trail to Little Pond in Belmont, 1 linear mile. She leads walks throughout Boston area parklands and knows many activities to engage youth along the way. She is easy going and brings delight with her stories of animals and birds to children and adults alike. Her walks are posted on the DCR website. Get to know DCR parks throughout Boston by letting a Ranger introduce you to nature and the park history. Protecting our parks is part of the fun. 

Earth Day and Park Serve Day is April 26th  at the Alewife T stop from 10am to 2pm. One can register at http://friendsofalewifereservation.org/2014-03-26-park-serve-day.php
      Mystic river environmental groups will be having activities from Chelsea to Malden, Somerville,
Arlington, Medford, Cambridge to celebrate the birth of the modern environmental movement
      Brought to life by Rachel Carson and the quest for peace and harmony throughout the world.

      This is the 5th year Mystic River Watershed Association has sponsored this event. http://mysticriver.org/watershed-clean-ups/
